Jiay 20, 1967 



American Civil Liberties Union 
Sew Orleans, LouLsitne 



Gentlemen: 

Ycur statement about my appearance of April 26 before the New Orleans 
Orena Jury as it appears in the Tlmea-Plcayune of May 17 constitutes 
tne prostitution of a legitimate end responsible concept, protection 
of the rights of the accused, into e dishonest end partisan intrusion 
into e juoicisl proceeding and against the interests of organized 
society. 

''Author Harold Weisbarg also claims to be privy to the innermost 
secrets of Mr. Garrison, and there is little reason to doubt that he 
ie," you say. This is so diametrically opposed to my conduct and my 
statements that, despite my long-standing respect for the American 
Civil Liberties Unioa and its objectives, I absolutely must write you 
in pretest. 

The truth la tnat, before testifying before the grand jury, I com- 
pleted my own book on the subject of its inquiry end mailed It to my 



agent ten cays a 


rior to my dap 


erture for 2 & w Orleans. Further, I dia 


not send r sing* 


e copy of eitn 


x v of «y two previoua^bo.oke to New Or- 



leans in anticipation of ay appearance. I made no statement to the 
press before departure or on arrival. Whan I was interviewed by the 
press prior to the grand jury proceedings, I evaded questions to my 
personal detriment. After ny testimony, I refused any oonmant, no 
matter how indirect, on anything having to do with the grand Jury 
sod, upon being pressed by the reporters, specified ny reasons* 

This is « matter you can very readily confirm for youreelf through 
Hose Yockey, ham dePlna, Kiss Iris of 2JC3U, and others who were 
present. It is my believe Hr. doPina has a pretty complete tape 
recording of this spontaneous interview which I actually sought to 
avoid . 

Because of the nature of ycur accusations, I challenge you to obtain 
this tape recording, transcribe it end make it public. 

Writers, too, boar responsibility In a democratic society. I have 
sought to discharge mine in my two published books, WHITEWASH: THE 
IMPOST Oil THE WAJW J* RLPGTtT, and WHITEWASH II: THE FBI-3ECHET 33RVI3R 
COVEH-UP, and in the current and as yet unpublished CIA WHITEWASH: 
03WALi> IK Krh* OPX.-AHS. The record is irrefutable. I protected Jim 
Garrison’s, the grand jury's and my own integrity by completing tsj 
own work in advance. 



I 
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A b I to Interpret your intrusion in this raetter bo represent on 
ARffricpn 'irj.l Liberties Union opinion thet this is a subject b 
writer swy not enelyEe? A subject ho mey not investigate? A sub- 
ject upon which, at its demand, ho may not comamalcete whet he knows 
to » grand Jury? 

I found ycur New Orleans Grand Jury to bo s fortunate and reev-rlte- 
ble accident ia our history. They impressed me as an intelligent, 
elert end quite serious group of mrn, T hope they end what m?y flow 
from their work may help redeem tbs netioncl honor so wretchedly 
loet when President John F. Kennedy v;ts consigned to history with 
the dubious epitaph of a fake inquest t no. to the secoapBniaant of 
ycur silence. 

I have conducted my own investigation. Its fruit end tny beliefs 
were public prior to >ir. Garrison end are set forth la large degree 
in Chapter 11 of WHITEWASH* THE REPORT ON THE WARHEM REPORT and' 
Chapter 7 of WHITEWASH II: THE FBI-SECRST SERVICE C0VE3-UP. There 
is nothing new ebout this end if Hr. Garrison end the grand Jury 
understand the facts es I oarlier understood and published them, 1 
see no be sis for complaint from you cr anyone else. 

So, your intrusion into this, beoec upon falsehood, constitutes en 
cct against the rights of the people end en interference with the 
proper functioning of public (authority as represented by the Orleans 
Parian District Attorney. 

vihat hsa been sadly lacking in the great tragedy that only began 
with the essessina tion is tha proper functioning of our society. 

This was laado possible in part by the virtually total abdication of 
American lawyers. Now, for the first time, no natter how handi- 
capped, no natter how limited, no matter how opaoly and violently 
opposed, the people my look forward to the functioning of lew. 

With all of the odds age last him, I welcome Mr. Garrlaon's effort 
for, from thn time of tha assassination, we have needed nothing so 
much es tat testing of any aspect or element of tha improper and 
wrongful conclusions of the federal government before n Judge end 
e Jury. 

»hile you properly oeaend the accused bo grantee all of ilia rights, 
is it esking too much to expect you to demand that the pcoplo, as 
represented by public authority, also enjoy all of their rights? 

It it e&king or a./.poctin.^ too muci^_to hatr from you e coudetuxe tion 
of whet is undisguised, the intrusion of fodorel authority, from 
tha Attorney General conn, in thia'~proceecing toci against the opera- 
tion of the only applicable lnw? 



Sincerely, 



heroic Jeisberg 
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P.3. I would feel happier eboufc ray lour respect for the American 

Civil Lib*rtl»a Unic.i ami as vs fewer ideations about your par- 
tisanship if at eny point during ay long effort to aobleve publica- 
tion of s now sucocsaful bock on the terrible tuiag done ua by the 
federal government when I faced the suppreasion (and in this wee not 
alone) bed too good name of the /.naricaa Civil Liberties Union been 
associated with any protest against this denial of my right to pub- 
lish and the people* u right to know. 



li.V. 



CC: Jia Oa prison 

Rocu hockey 
Sr.» dcPiaa 
Richard Towolty 



